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Society: The Florida Historical Society: Forthcoming Meetings and Notes

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE

BEACH MEETING FOR THE FOURTH D I S T R I C T

The October Quarterly told of the plans and program for the regional meeting at Palm Beach on
January 12 and 13, which are being carried out by
Mrs. Henry Kohl, our vice president, and Dr.
Edmund LeRoy Dow, chairman of the committee
on exhibits. Our next number will include a full
account of the meeting itself.
A REGIONAL MEETING AT LAKE WALES

On February ninth and tenth a meeting of the
Society in the first district will be held at Mountain
Lake, Lake Wales. Dr. A. R. L. Dohme is general
chairman, and Mr. Carl G. Alvord is chairman of
the program committee.
A program of historical papers will be given on
Friday morning, the ninth, at ten-thirty, followed
by a buffet luncheon at the Mountain Lake Club.
In the afternoon Major H. M. Nornabell, director
of the Mountain Lake Sanctuary and Bok Tower,
will conduct a tour of the Sanctuary with a special
recital from the Tower by Mr. Anton Brees. A
buffet dinner at the Club will precede a program
of papers and addresses, with the final program on
Saturday until noon.
Those who will read prepared historical papers
are :Dr. Doris Stone, Tulane University, “The Relationship of Middle America to Florida Archaeology”
(with slides) ; Mr. A. J. Wall, director New York
Historical Society, “The Life of Buckingham
Smith” ; Mr. Samuel E. Cobb, “The Seminole
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W a r ”; Mrs. Charles M. Andrews, New Haven,
Connecticut, “The Journal of Jonathan Dickenson.”
The meeting, and especially one session, will stress
Florida archaeology, and Dr. W. J. Winter of the
Carnegie Institution, stationed at St. Augustine,
who is chairman of the Society’s committee on
archaeology, will preside. An exhibit from Florida
mounds and other sources is being prepared for
the meeting.
*
*
*
THE ANNUAL MEETING
The Quincy Historical Society and the Tallahassee Historical Society will be hosts to the Florida
Historical Society for our annual meeting of 1940,
March 27,28,29. Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey is program
chairman, and Mr. C. H. Curry is local chairman.
At Quincy
On the evening of March 27 the officers, directors,
and members will meet at the Quincy Woman’s
Club for a discussion of Society affairs, with reports of committees and other business.
The program sessions will begin next morning at
9:45 at the Woman’s Club with papers by Miss
Occie Clubbs, Miss Helen Sharp, and Judge Rivers
Buford.
The president of the Quincy Historical Society
will preside at a luncheon (12:30) at the Cotillon
Club, when Mr. Spessard L. Holland and Mr. Herbert Lamson will discuss cooperation between the
Florida Historical Society and the local historical
societies of the State.
At two o’clock a session of local historical societies at the same place will include papers by
Miss Daisy Parker, Tallahassee ; Mrs. James Love,
Quincy ; and others from other societies.
Election of officers and other business will follow.
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At 7:30 the annual banquet will be held at the
Woman’s Club with Mr. Phil May as toastmaster,
and will conclude with the president’s annual
address.
At Tallahassee
A program session will begin at 9:45 in the House
chamber in the Capitol, with Dr. H. E. Palmer,
president of the Tallahassee Historical Society,
presiding. Historical papers are being prepared by
Judge E. C. Love, Mrs. Lou E. Miller, and Hon.
R. A. Gray.
At Wakulla Springs at 1:00 o’clock, the final
address will be given by a historian from without
the State.
Exhibits of Floridiana are being arranged by
Miss Louise Richardson, librarian, Florida State
College for Women, for both Quincy and Tallahassee. Members and visitors are asked to bring any
items of historical interest which they own or can
secure the loan of for either exhibit.
*
*
*
THE
NEW
YORK
HISTORICAL
AND THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

In our July issue was a note of appreciation of
the work of the New York Historical Society.
Cordial and cooperative relations of the two societies continue to be broadened with the unanimous
election of President Hanna as associate member
of the New York Historical Society, and the interest which Mr. George A. Zabriskie, president of
that society and a part-time resident of Ormond
Beach, has taken in our own. Mr. Zabriskie, already
one of our contributing members, learning of our
present need, has contributed sixty dollars. to our
general fund, as well as bringing in six new members with dues paid for two years.
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The letter of Ferdinand and Isabella, a donation
by Mr. Zabriskie which was described in our last
number, is now in the library in our new fire-proof
safe. He has also given to the library copies of a
card index of the rare Buckingham Smith collection
of Florida historical material in their library, recently compiled by Dr. Hasbrouck, director of the
Union Catalog of Floridiana.
Mr. A. J. Wall, secretary and director of the
New York Historical Society, has accepted an invitation to make an address at our regional meeting
in Lake Wales on February ninth. His subject will
be the Florida historian and diplomat Buckingham
Smith.
*

*

*

The donation of subscriptions to the Quarterly
to ten under-privileged public libraries of Florida
made by Mr. W. M. Buchanan of Tampa shortly
before his death is being appreciated by those
libraries and their visitors. In no better way can
interest in our State’s history be spread than by
placing the Quarterly on the reading tables of our
public libraries. Should you care to donate the
Quarterly to one or more of the smaller public libraries which are not able to subscribe, the editor
would be glad to select these libraries and inform
them of your donation.
SITE OF THE BATTLE OF OKEECHOBEE MARKED
BY FLORIDA

Another of Florida’s historic sites was marked
on Armistice Day, last, by the West Palm Beach
and Fort Pierce chapters of the Florida Daughters
of the American Revolution. This was the battle
of Okeechobee. The site was determined by Mr.
W. I. Fee, for many years a member of the Florida
239
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Historical Society, who suggested such a marker
at our annual meeting two years ago. Mr. Fee has
made a study of the terrain, together with all available descriptions, and maps made by officers who
took part in the battle.
The marker is a six-foot stone monument located
on the right-of-way of Conner’s highway, four miles
southeast of Okeechobee City and on the shore of
Lake Okeechobee. Its erection is a donation of descendants of Colonel Richard Gentry who lead the
Missouri volunteers in the action and was mortally
wounded. Spessard L. Holland, a director of our
Society, made the address of dedication. Others on
the program were: Mrs. T. C. Maguire, Major
William R. Gentry Jr., Mrs. P. S. Thomas, Miss
Louise May Farrow, Mrs. Grace Brenner, and
Brooks W. Bateman.
*

*

*

SENATOR Y U L E E ’S “COTTONWOOD” PLANTATION
MARKED BY D. C.

A bronze marker was dedicated at the site of
Cottonwood plantation, an ante-bellum home of
Florida’s first United States Senator, David L.
Yulee, near Archer, on October 20, last. It was
there that the official “baggage and treasure” train
of the Confederate States disintegrated and dispersed on May 23, 1865. The dedication program
was arranged by Mrs. Mary Noel Moody, president
of Florida division, United Daughters of the Confederacy, who presided. Dr. James D. Glunt, professor of history, University of Florida, and a
co-editor of Florida Plantations Records, officially
represented the Florida Historical Society at the
dedication. Mr. H. Maddox, for many years a member of the Society, donated the marker, and Mr.
M. Venable, owner of the plantation, deeded the
240
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spot on which the marker was placed to the Kirby
Smith chapter of the U.D.C. of Gainesville.
An account of the journey of the Confederate
baggage and treasure train which ended at Cottonwood, as described in the diary of Tench R. Tilghman, one of the officers in charge, was edited by
Professor A. J. Hanna and published in the Quarterly, January 1939.
*
*
*
Mr. and Mrs. George Eustis Potts, who were
among those nominated for membership in the Society by Miss Jennie Morrill, librarian of the Daytona Beach Public Library, and who attended the
annual meeting there, have become much interested
in our work. Mr. Potts is a great grandson of
General Abraham Eustis who was in command at
St. Augustine in 1821, and returned to Florida to
command the left wing of the U. S. army in 1837.
Lake Eustis, which first appears under that name
on the “Map of the Seat of War” 1838, must have
been named for him; and the town, founded long
afterwards, evidently took its name from the lake.
*
*
*
THE IRVING B ACHELLER ESSAY CONTEST

Our members will recollect the contest held annually for high school students of Florida., who
write on, some subject of our State’s history for
medals donated by Mr. Irving Bacheller. This has
done much to create an interest in Florida’s history
among these young people, and the Quarterly has
published several winning essays, as well as an
account of the contest each year. The next will be
on February 20, and the subject will be “Notable
Personalities of Florida.” Students of the junior
and senior classes of all Florida high schools, public
and private, are invited to write essays. Mr. Watt
241
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Marchman of Rollins College, under the auspices
of which the contest is held, will be glad to reply
to any inquiries.
*
*
*
Mr. Wyndham Hayward, one of our Winter Park
members, has presented to the library its first microfilm copy-the reproduction of a poem by Bartholome de Flores, published originally at Seville,
about 1571, and republished in the Biblioteca-Hispano-Americana. The microfilm is of the latter copy.
The poem is about the Spanish victory over the
Huguenots.
*
*
*
A recent donation to the Society is a portrait of
Colonel Richard Gentry, of the Missouri volunteers,
who was killed in the battle of Okeechobee, presented by William R. Gentry.
*

*

*

Any one wishing to know more of the Florida
Audubon Society and its efforts towards the preservation of the wild life of the State may secure a
copy of a brief history of the organization from
Mr. Edward Kimball, Sanford, who is distributing
copies to all the public libraries of Florida. This is:
“The Florida Audubon Society, 1900-1935. Edited
from Documents, Letters and Reminiscences.” By
Lucy Worthington Blackman. (48 pp. n. p. n. d.)
Reverend James G. Glass died on October 27 at
his summer home in Sewanee, Tennessee. He had
long been an active member of the Society, and with
Mrs. Glass attended many of our annual meetings
where they always added interesting Floridiana to
our exhibits. At the last meeting this included the
rarest item we have ever had on exhibit-the only
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known copy of the Fernandina imprint of 1817,
“The Constitution of the Floridas.”
As son-in-law and daughter of George R. Fairbanks, they came by their interest in Florida’s history naturally, for we look upon Major Fairbanks
more than upon any one else as the founder of the
Florida Historical Society.
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